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How do university students recognize competitors during the job
hunting process?
The influence of rigid schedules on the process for new graduates

Asami SENOO

Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to examine how university students recognize competitors during the job hunting
process, and to discuss the influence of rigid schedules on the process. Since the latter half of the 1990s, the job-
hunting process for new graduates was extended and accelerated. In addition, this extended and accelerated job-
hunting process created stress for university students. Though previous research argues that the graduate labor market
has an influence on university students during the job hunting process, they did not analyze the keen competition
with others. Thus, this study analyzes their competition with others using the data collected through conducting semi-
structured interviews with eight university students regarding their job hunting, two to three times for each person.

As a result, university students recognize their own progress in job-hunting when they compare it with others.
The rigid schedule for job hunting encourages them to seek a job. Furthermore, by comparing themselves with others,
they recognize that “Trying hard to find many jobs leads to getting a job dwing the job-hunting process.” This result
shows a finding: university students evaluate each other based on the comparison result by rigid schedule within this

job hunting system.

Key Words : job-hunting for new graduates, university students, competition, extension, acceleration



