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Secular Monk in the Japanese Middle Ages Society

TAIRA Masayuki

There were many people who did the figure of the monk and continued secular
activity in the Japanese Middle Ages. I decide to call such people Zaizoku Sukke (fEf&H
%K). Though there was the increase and decrease by time, Zaizoku Sukke exceeded half
of members of Hyojoshu (FEEH) of the Kamakura Shogunate, and they might surpass
40% of villagers of the Middle Ages. Besides, in both the Imperial Court and the
Shogunate, and in both a village and a town, most of leaders did the figure of the monk.

It was special manners and customs to be seen only in the Japanese Middle Ages
that the people who held a patrimony after having become a monk, and carried out a
secular activity existed. That is why it leads to elucidating a social structural
characteristic in the Middle Ages in Japan to study it. This article is intended to clarify
the reason that such manners and customs produced.

When faith of Amitabha Jodo began to spread out in the ninth century, the people of
the imperial family came to often become a monk right before oneself died. This was
Japan'’s original manners and customs not to be seen in China, and the manners and
customs spread out in the noble society. Fujiwara Michinaga (#§)5E &) became a monk
by the reason of his illness having become severe in 1019. However, as for him, illness
was cured soon and returned to state affairs. The supreme power person who did the
figure of the monk appeared in this way. And this became the precedent of Zaizoku
Sukke in the Japanese Middle Ages.

Besides, in the Middle Ages, the people came to become a monk for a variety of
reasons. There was the person who became a monk to cure a disease, and there was the
person who lost for war, and became a monk for begging for life. There was the person
who became a monk for political protest, and the person who was made to become a
monk by the order of the man of power forcibly. In the Japanese Middle Ages, there
were a great many people who became a monk for a reason except the faith in this way.
Therefore after having become a monk, many people held a patrimony and continued
common customs activity.

In addition, the right of father was very strong in the Japanese Middle Ages. The
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father who left the government official held secular real power. The ex-emperor did it
with power than the Emperor, and Otono ( KX Mk ) who retired from regency might
dismiss the regency of the son. And most of them often became a monk from faith
because they were old. Zaizoku Sukke came to maintain secular real power in this way.

In addition, Buddhism thought to justify such Zaizoku Sukke existed. That is
Hongaku thought (A 4% B 4H). The thought denies that realization is different from a
hesitation and denies that the secular world and the world of the priest are different.
And Zaizoku Sukke embodies in common customs life and the world of the priest being
the same quality.

From the above-mentioned reason, leaders who did the figure of the monk played an

active part in common customs society in the Japanese Middle Ages.





