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Research Training in EU member countries and the Humboldtian model

Naoki ISO

In this essay, I examine the Humboldtian model of higher education, and the unity of research
and education at universities, from the perspective of research training and researchers’ careers.
While such a viewpoint is critical in evaluating how the Humboldtian model actually works, it has
not yet been considered in Japan. I draw on examples from universities in the UK, Netherlands,
Belgium, and France, which I visited on business trips for Osaka University. In the UK, Vitae’s
Research Development Framework reflects the character of research training, which is common
across other EU member countries. In Netherlands, the Humboldtian model may be questioned, as
undergraduate and graduate education are partly divided in terms of two different languages, with
research closely connected to the latter rather than the former. In France, apparently, research and
education appear to have been divided, with the nation appearing to refuse the Humboldtian model.
However, actually, the model has actually been accepted and is now becoming far more evident
at the University of Paris-Saclay. Although the Humboldtian model is not often apparent in the
universities of such countries, it does exist and it contributes to their undercurrents. These European
cases raise questions for the future of the Humboldtian model of higher education, especially through

the system of research training.
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7B =R 2 MEIZ 2D 5T 5 2 L AT g
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T 54 X)) ZA0IE MM Vitae ld, [HFZEHKE 7 L —
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WZHH - BHL TV,

AMHIE, Knowledge and intellectual abilities
(Al) Knowledge Base
(A2) Cognitive abilities
(A3) Creativity
B#H)E, Personal effectiveness
(B1) Personal qualities
(B2) Self-management
(B3) Professional and career development
C#3% Research governance and organization
(C1) Professional conduct
(C2) Research management
(C3) Finance, funding and resources
D)% Engagement, influence and impact
(D1) Working with others
(D2) Communication and dissemination

(D3) Engagement and impact
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DEERYGET % BT 2 X 9 127% 5 DIEKRFERD S
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ZLEBTEDL . RS, MARFELICEBAFIEZL <
DPEF T v FiEEHNT VB —FT, KREBEHH L
FETIREAWICEEZH TV LR L TH S, KF5EH
B DA T HFRIE A T Y FETHATVWE DD,
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5. FHHABIETHBETIToTCLERE, SilllL2
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T UFFERNLRDL L ERERT S, UL, 4T
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5, 772X

75 Y ADWREEE Y AT LIE, AF)AREFT Y
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