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Now that I have given the old Indian legend of the Rat-Money-Broker, and have also
exposed the different feelings with which the cat and the rat were reépectively re-
garded by the Buddhists and the Muhammedans, [ am led to opine in conclusion that
the original Buddhist tradition of the Rat-Money-Broker was obviously metamor-
phosed into the current European tale of Whittington, primarily after the Muham-
madan had handled it. Their particular fondness for the cat, the animal much hated
by the Buddhists, caused them to substitute it for the rat, whereas several other fea-
tures remain the same in both of these stories-such as the hero’s early poverty and
sadness, his acquisition of matchless wealth through the sale of an animal and
through navigation, his subsequent marriage with a damsel whose father had before
been unkind to him, &e.'® (LL_#2E)
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LLanb, Edb-Cors—7nbBRiE (W1 28) KRB 3 AR
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Minakata Kumagusu, Cats and Islam

Takamitsu SHIMAMOQOTO

It may be futile for modern researchers, based on abundant information avail-
able to us today, to criticize Minakata Kumagusu’ s works concerning compara-
tive anecdotes and folklore for the lack of precision, but through the minute
examination of his articles on afore-mentioned field of research, we can learn
some facts hitherto not mentioned explicitly. “An anecdote of a man who has be-
come of great wealth through the help of a cat ( neko ippiki no chikara ni yotte
taihu to narisi hito no hansai ) is one of those. A minute re-examination of this
article will reveal us some interesting points peculiar to Kumagusu; 1) as com-
pared with Chinese or Japanese materials, Kumagusu seems to accept the infor-
mation provided by the Westerners with sheer naivité, 2) as a result, in this article
the explanation of Islam, which should play a significant role in demonstrating his
point of argument, may not be convineing to prove the point.

In this paper, the author makes an attempt to show some problems of Kumagusu
in dealing with the documents, for instance, the travellers’ narratives done by
Western writers.




