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Seika Shibusawa, Kokko Soma, Rash Behari Bose
and Vasiliy Eroshenko

Masahiro GONOJI

In this article I describe the results of the research I made on the relationship
between Seika Shibusawa, the writer of juvenile literature, and Kokko Soma, the man-
ager of Nakamura-ya who is famous for her great contribution to the various fields of
Japanese culture. In addition to that, I report the new facts I found about Rash Behari
Bose and Vasiliy Eroshenko, both of whom had a close relationship with Kokko.

First, I make a supposition about how Seika and Kokko gained acquaintance
with each other and became close friends, by investigating Seika’s published
memoirs and his unpublished diaries housed in the Museum of Modern Japanese
Literature in Tokyo. What connected them was the Okada-shiki-seiza, the health
management method through upright sitting invented by Torajiro Okada, which
they enthusiastically put into practice. Besides, it is revealed that Masanosuke
Katsurai, the assistant professor of Waseda University and close friend of Seika
and Kokko individually, built ties between them indirectly after his sudden death.

Next, some new facts are described about Rash Behari Bose, the Indian revolu-
tionary leader and husband of Kokko’s daughter, who was naturalized in Japan
and drove forward a revolutionary movement from there. He and Seika published
two books of Indian fairy tales based on the English books. After Bose’s death
Kokko and her son made a book celebrating his life, titled Asia no mezame (The
Awakening of Asia). I reveal that it was Seika who wrote the part of Bose’s biog-
raphy in that book, using the materials he gathered at Kokko’s direction by inter-
viewing many persons who had a relationship with Bose in life.

Lastly, I describe some new information about the relationship between Seika
and Vasiliy Eroshenko, the Russian blind writer and Esperantist, who is mostly
known as the writer of fairy stories in Japan. He received much favor from Kokko
during his stay in Tokyo. I point out that it was Seika who took the well-known
photograph of Eroshenko playing the violin accompanied by Kokko’s organ, and
that Seika helped them when they wanted to publish Washi no kokoro (The Eagle
Heart), Eroshenko’s short fairy story that was supposedly transcribed by Kokko.




