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Versions of Mogyu-Waka and Their Literary Styles

Kiyoyuki TUTA

This paper will consider the writing style adopted for the anecdotes included
in the waka anthology Mdgyu Waka (Waka Poems on the Child’s Treasury). This
anthology was based upon Mdégyu and adapted by Minamoto no Mituyuki in the
early Kamakura period (1192-1333).

There exist both a hiragana version and a katakana version of this anthology,
and which of these is the earlier is a question that has long been disputed.

There are many ways of approaching this problem; however, this study
will consider the issue by examining the language utilized. It shall focus in
particular on the stylistic nature of clausal agreement between “ihaku...toiheri”
and its distinctive use of the kakari particle “namu”. The former agreement is
rarely found in the classical Japanese style and is characteristic of Kundokubun
(Japanese readings of Chinese texts). By contrast, kakari particles are rarely
utilized in these Kundokubun, as they are specific to the classical Japanese
style of prose writing. Through an examination of the distribution of these
characteristics and differences in both systems, it is clear that in contrast to the
Kundokubun-like tendency of the katakana version, the hiragana version reads
much more like the classical Japanese style.

In addition, the study concludes that, bearing in mind that the Mégyu Waka
was written by drawing on the Chinese classics Mogyu, the Kundokubun-
like katakana version was produced first and the classical Japanese style-like
hiragana version was a later re-edition of this.



