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Memoir of Osaka University talked by
Professor Emeritus Seisaku Kawakami

Masaki Kan and Takeshi Abe

This is a record of the talk of Professor Emeritus Seisaku Kawakami on the history of Osaka
University. He entered Faculty of Letters at Osaka University in 1961, who lived at school dormitory,
worked at a part-time job, and was interested in English linguistics very much. After Professor
Kawakami further studied it at the graduate school of the same university during the period from
1965 to 1967, he became Assistant Professor at the above faculty, and moved to Kyushu University,
where he experienced student riot and studied at the University of Iowa in the U.S.A. for two years
after September 1970. He came back to Faculty of Letters at Osaka University in 1982 as Associate
Professor, and was promoted to Professor in 1989. At Osaka University Professor Kawakami often
conducted his research at the following overseas universities; Harvard University, University of
California (Berkeley, Los Angeles and Santa Barbara) and SOAS. And he fostered many excellent
students and developed Graduate School of Letters. He worked as a member of Council on Education
Reform of Osaka University to reorganize the Department of Liberal Arts in the early 1990s, and as
President of the English Linguistic Society of Japan during the period of 1996-2000. In August 2001
Professor Kawakami was elected Dean of Graduate School of Letters. For two years Dean Kawakami
endeavored to tackle such difficult problems around national universities as the drastic reform of
graduate school system, the adoption of administrative agency system, the establishment of Museum
of Osaka University, the 21st Century Center of Excellence Program, the university evaluation, and so
on. In 2004 he retired from Osaka University, moved to Kobe Women’s University, and worked as its

President in 2005-2007.






