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The Development of Manufacturers of Gas Welding and Cutting Machines
in Prewar Japan

Minoru Sawai

Two predominant companies in the production of oxygen gas in prewar Japan, Teikoku Sanso
and Nippon Sanso were also main manufacturers of gas welding and cutting machines. Teikoku
Sanso imported the French machines at first, then started the production of them by means of the
establishment of own factory in Kobe, while Nippon Sanso started the production and sales of
machines in full swing after the middle of the 1930s. Before the full-scale production of gas welding
and cutting machines, Nippon Sanso had already started the sales of machines, depending on the
suppliers such as Tanaka Works and Hamai Works.

Though manufacturers of gas welding and cutting machines directly sold their products to large
users of naval shipyards and private shipbuilders, in the distribution of machines to small-scale users
who were scattered over the industrial clusters, small dealers or merchants of gas and machines played

an important role.



