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Materials on the Trajectory of Former Naval Shipbuilding Officers
in the Postwar Period

Minoru Sawai

Naval shipbuilding officers played a decisive role in the building of naval vessels. Naval shipbuilding
officers were divided into the technical officers (Bukan) and naval engineers (Bunkan). In 1938,
the short active duty system was introduced in response to a large demand for engineers in war
period, under which university or college graduates who found their jobs in the private ship building
companies, etc., were called up as the technical officers in principle for two years, then come back
to the original jobs after naval service. By means of the introduction of this system, the number of
technical officers rapidly increased. In 1939, it became possible to convert from the naval engineers
to the technical officers.

At the end of the Pacific War, 522 naval shipbuilding officers were charge of building and repair
works of naval vessels, of which 350 were technical officers, 168 were naval engineers, four were
non-regular staff. Following tables show the trajectory of these former naval shipbuilding officers in
the postwar years. Ex-naval shipbuilding officers experienced severe conversion from military related
sectors to the private sectors. Following tables would help consider the significance of technical

“legacy” to the postwar period.



