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Strategy to Reduce the Language Barrier in Multicultural Classes
with International and Japanese Students

Mino TAKAHASHI

This paper discusses how to create multicultural classes, for Japanese and International
students, that are as active as possible by overcoming the language barrier between them. Two
educational practices were analyzed in this paper. Both were conducted in English and the title of
the course was “Promoting Human Rights Education.” The assumption was that a universal study
theme is needed for students to start a discussion regardless of their backgrounds, and “human
rights” could be one effective study theme.

However, the first case study showed that not only the theme, but also the language barrier,
which deprived students of motivation to actively participate, was an issue. In this case, one of the
Japanese students quit the class just after the group presentation preparation period, which was
the 10th class out of 15. This student was in a group with 3 other European students. The analysis
found out that he had 3 reasons for leaving. First, although the topic was universal, he could not
actively participate, because the other group members mainly raised European issues, and he did
not find them familiar. Second, the motivation to get credit was different among the students. In his
case, he participated just because he wanted to improve his English ability. This means gaining the
credit was not a concern for him. Third, there was a language barrier and the group members did
not take much interest and care in helping him.

Based on reflections over this educational practice, the author tried to solve the problems in the
next year’s educational practice. It was conducted in a multicultural class under the same title. As
the 1st solution, she tried to create an atmosphere, using the theme, in which everyone participated
in the class as a main person. As the 2nd solution, she observed the classroom, examined the
students’ characters, and matched them with each other based on their personalities. As a result,
every student found it easy to speak out in the group. As the 3rd solution, the author distributed
a questionnaire in the first class asking the students’ opinions, on the language barrier and setting
goals to solve the language barrier by doing action-research during the course.

The study found that proper instructor involvement in classes could be the key to make the
students actively participate in the classroom. This paper also raised examples of proper instructor
involvement for helping students to overcome the language barrier.



