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Popular Literature for Women in Prewar Japan: Works by
KATO Takeo

KIMURA Ryoko

Abstract

In modern Japan, both popular literature (taishu-bungaku or tsuuzoku-shosetsu in Japanese)
and serious literature (jun-bungaku in Japanese) developed together with the mass media. The
increase in educated and literate women led to the development of women’'s magazines and
popular literature for women. Many of the earlier writers for popular women's magazines have
been lost to history, as the ranking system in the world of literature put popular literature for
women on an inferior level. This paper focuses on Kato Takeo as one of the forgotten popular
writers for women's magazines, listing his works into a special bibliography, and aiming to
analyze the history of popular literature for women from a gender perspective.





