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Document: Overview by Martin Treadwell, Deputy Chair,
Immigration and Protection Tribunal, New Zealand, of the
Tribunal’s Refugee Recognition Decision Regarding AJ
(Falun Gong Practitioner from China) on 26" January 2012

THEHAR il A

Yukari ANDO®, Chiho KURIYAMA™

Abstract

This document introduces an example of an international standard for refugee status determination
(RSD), the AJ decision made by the Immigration and Protection Tribunal in New Zealand. The appel-
lant from China alleged that, “he feared persecution in China based on his Falun Gong activities.”
Despite his low status in Falun Gong, the Tribunal determined a real chance of persecution if he
returned to China referring to evidence gathered from his country on Falun Gong practitioners. He was

granted a refugee status on grounds of imputed political opinion in New Zealand. The Decision-maker,

Martin Treadwell, Deputy Chair of the Tribunal provided an overview of the case.
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