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Su Shi and Huang Tingjian in Japanese Upper Class
People in the Late Middle Ages

Kiyoyuki TUTA

Su Shi and Huang Tingjian were the most popular poets in Japanese upper
class people in the late middle ages. Past research has claimed that Su Shi’s
influence on Japanese culture was greater than Huang Tingjian’s. In this study,
we evaluate this claim through analysis of the diaries of Zen priests. Our results
indicate that Su Shi was considered to be a classic or a normative model, while
Huang Tingjian was reported to describe scenes in his poems that were similar to
those in readers’ daily lives. We conclude that the two poets do not differ in their
degree of influence, so much as they differ in their character; that is, Su Shi was
classic, while Huang Tingjian was modern.



