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The Two Functions of Japanese Negative
Questions in Discourse

Hitoshi NAKATA

This paper aims to reorganize the classification of Japanese negative questions.
Interestingly, negative questions have a peculiar character of often not denoting
negatives or questions, but expressing a request for confirmation. The typical
form is ja-nai-ka.

In the preceding research, the form are classified by both the meaning and
function of sentence and the syntactic features such that the form follows either
yoogen, declinable words or faigen, indeclinable words. The findings of the
works are insightful but the classifications are imcompatible and complicated.

Now more important syntactic features have been found, such that only
one type of ja-nai-ka appears in quotation clauses of thinking verbs and those
also followed by the sentence-final particles ne, na, both of which express
conclusions of thinking. Starting with these syntactic features, the two functions
of the form are classified: one concerns grounds or presuppositions of the speech
act and the other concerns conclusions or results.

The classification proposed here is simple and direct in that, in the case that
the sentence with the form is denoting grounds or presuppositions of the speech
act, the form always follows yoogen, declinable words, whereas, in the case that
the sentence with the form is denoting conclusions or results, the form always
follows taigen, indeclinable words or taigen equivalents, such as the yogen-
nominalizer no, or auxiliary verbs of hearsay, appearance and reasoning.



