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The Occurrence and Non-Occurrence of the Particle “wo”
in Japanese Gratitude Expressions:

Synchronic and Diachronic Analysis of a Written Japanese Corpus

Manami FUJIHIRA

This paper discusses the differences between “NP wo arigatou” and “NP O
arigatou” in Japanese, both of which express “Thank you for NP,” although these
two expressions are sometimes not equivalent semantically and grammatically.
It has been pointed out that noun phrases may occur without any postpositional
particles in colloquial Japanese. In previous studies, there are two different
interpretations for the phenomenon of non-occurrence of particles. One is
“particle drop or ellipsis,” while the other is “zero-particle.” The aim of this
paper is to examine whether the non-occurrence of the particle “wo” in “arigatou”
sentences should be regarded as “particle drop” or “zero-particle,” based on a
synchronic and diachronic analysis of the quantitative data collected from the
Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese. This study shows that the
non-occurrence of the particle “wo” in Japanese “arigatou” sentences should
be regarded as a zero-particle expressing “topic,” and concludes that particles
“wo” in “arigatou” sentences are caused by re-interpretation from zero-particles
to case-relations. In addition, corpus research shows that NPs with the particle
“wo” in “arigatou” sentences have the tendency to connect with past tense
form “-gozaimashita.” This fact also supports the concept of “verbification” of
Japanese gratitude expression “arigatou.”



