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6) The Collected Letters of Joseph Conrad, vol. 8 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007),
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7) Ashton=Gwatkin, “The Life and Times of John Paris’, p. 13.



2Ty NIZXL/NRE—NETH D [ =V ALY —DFEAT (Almayer’s Folly)] (1895) 1.
[%E€ /] FMICEAFEEEORKERH VOO TH L5, Wikx BiHEIZREEIE, +— R
AX—EWVAIF T U FAAMEED, KVAFTTTYL—DORMERHEEL, =—F L)y
FNd, A=WV AAY—E=—FIXHFEROHABT LT S, THEAL 2D L2 EE,
——FiEEnEEHL, L biITonl Bkl LTLE). 2IHLTHLHWD AN
R L, ML=V AL ¥ —d, EEOHRTHLEERD F FTRNET/-MBETE
LATANVHFHFEE LS THABEVIBDTH L, ZO=—FOERIZ. 72H8AC [FE/]
BTV T EWINTRDEE VR E7259, YT E/z, a—ay e 770N
BADEL -7 W) BRT, BTV [2—=F3 7] THY, b EThrig-
TeFEOFAEL LCARR S, BWICHIT, BH-bE25HERL, B2 2 LICEDY
LD L) R UMTHD, 2L IAVTIEIAERBEOEE LTFE2EBHL., P27 —¢&
THaoMoOTHL ., FROGHEL 2L L 2RBL TWD, £ 2L IR oEE <
. [FE/] T2 =W [EFLZEFERERSA ¥ FTRMBOMELMAHEL T, A&
HEWEEIIRS /2] (69) S AT L L IC, MR ERELRBERICRSLZ LI
S, EI -y NROEEE OB H I, BTSN TV, 3T TR argy
K. ZRIZZ ) 74— FODMHEERLTOZ LSS [TRIME] &) 34 LWHEE
X, HLETHEBENL/NRO LT LR V] (69) LBoTw/iy o7~k HAR
THS D 22N ONFHP S HEPSE TN WEESE L, B O T DN CHEE % 1
ENHZELIZADLDTH A,

SO 20 AR E TlX, 29 L2RERONA 7)) v RER UBEA O NA T v
FlZBW TR RRZIAEEZLNTW, IV T Y FORANTHLEL2— - 71) 74— FO/h
3L (Saleh)] (1908) 13, WhIEF — IV ALY —LIZHIZ L — HHEENKH
DOWFETH 505, NEHROFHIL o LMo S FIHLEINTwE, LTl wn) =
L— OBRIIEFERORFEANZ L, FEHENLEE LREICHEOL L) 8T 5, LaL,
OOV —WREEEORIINEMOBEAIMR TR R, DT, B, YL — A
BHEOLOLFEUOLNTWAZTEY (amok) &\ #EFELIREEICHY . HRIUE-> THET 2
DTHbo TEZIE, SANSANUTEDLO TAEENM WL T LAV, B, B
RPLRELIBIEHIZ, YLD AL, B2 ORERET D L) ITEBENIC, 20 A LI
EN5T]% b o TFELLDKREIZAAONDITTRET LI EDVHDEER LN TV,
TS T —FNiE, ZOFEELZHELETTEYZ ZILEFEIZHNS LOZZHFOAITH - 72
NTH2Y,

8) TEIZRDLHI) T +—RearTy FORILIZOWTIE, Asako Nakai, The English Book and its
Marginalia: Colonial-postcolonial Literatures After Heart of darkness (Amsterdam: Rodopi) % Z:/&,



HESEE O E RN () 7

CHOLETEZMFEEIB L FHARE GO L HICEZ LD, 9L O zHAAD
MNERHERZ O o TLIFLIEESLTAY L —RBEHRIZ, EOLIATEI ZREDH HIZ
e LTWwa, 221X [FE /] TEAN—YDBLIZLIZER SN, [0 (1896) 1F0#
DEEEHAZ 27 ) IR LTT o DL L N— % [BOME TESHNS 5
EETWVIDED, ZON—2ZFE, 29 LEHAAT L —RBEHREZE L TWIZ—ATH
be O [HOEDNH] (1895) WZIEkS sz [HEFLOMH | 12T, BES I HEE#S
XBHIIBVWTTHA ). HRTEHFRESRELOMRCELINS L) I2. HRAOKMD F
7T CALEEIE L  ZiiiR < A 2 2 TILoRE IR SN TIZWw 205, 2ok Y) o LA
DOFAE T8O L 9 IZE W EIRAR LAY, BES IFE Y TNVOEME v L —DfERTL %A
LR EES RV Ao THRoTWE ] LELL T2 Yy o [T L aes ikt
EWVIOIDIE, TEZTHWONLHIID 7 ) A% BZLLLIIRBLTWSLEEZ LN, F
2TV XY=/ B3y b74— R FFAMFOHEEICE L THAREOERAE <
FH S AR IR A S L1900 4E 7 H 12 HAF o [4 4 4 K] #RI2ix [HA & HEofab ]
CHEL7HEERZBRL TV, Iy 74— Pk 2 AR TILL TWBDIZAZ T,
HDEPBHEROEEREI TRLZMA F CSWHEAFIRZENTIEZ 5T, HRADL
PEIEZ) Lz Y~ b <o A L) HERDOIEM] 2R KLo L) ITEIckE w572
T THLIEREEL, FAVEMHIVRIBLZ XD 2 HARDHE & L CHETIRICT S
) ERMOEBIEZZELT0E 10, A—rR Iy 74— FoHIE, — R BERA R HA
ANOWFEEFMBEEOTITIEY LA EIEORENRNTBY ., TEZIZOBFEEL
L0, HENEFHSRVEERCUE R L OB ERITEREBLTVWEDTH S,

0L BXREZESIUL, [FE /] 12BVWT, HADLSEEES U CHKTHEE 2%
J772 0 HAEZBEM L 20T Haid, 7)) 74— FOf X BnA T )y Firdx T2
¥ —DRGET o T D ZEEHEAEA D o LA > Ty HARIATIFIE 7 3 O FEN 2
G T 20 TiE R ), [FE/] OBETEY T 581, UHOHELLS
PSP LRI 570 ThH L, Ll [FE/] TR 7Harzoko %
SR 2 0E BRSNS L e ve LA L, BEITHELSNIC LR 2oz
BO—APPEL T, 238, TV B> THHBBIKRICR D &2 A1, HEROTES

9) Lafcadio Hearn, Out of the East (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1895), pp. 149-150.
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A British Diplomat’s ‘Yellow Peril’ Novel: Ashton-Gwatkin’s Kimono (1921)

and the British Tour of the Japanese Crown Prince

Yorimitsu HASHIMOTO

The British diplomat Ashton-Gwatkin published the novel Kimono (1921) under
the penname of John Paris. Based on his intelligence activities in Japan and later in
Singapore (1913-1919), he vividly and extensively described the naked truth of Japan
under its frilled and decorated ‘kimono”: the harsh system of public prostitution in
Yoshiwara behind the smile of gorgeous geisha girls and the ambitious expansionism
toward Asia of Japanese gentlemen under the cover of the Anglo-Japanese alliance. The
plot focuses on the ‘living symbols’ of the Anglo-Japanese alliance, a pair of a British noble,
Geoffrey, and a Japanese girl, Asako, raised and educated in Europe. In spite of her lack of
knowledge of Japan or the language, she feels her nature calls her as an ‘Oriental’, during
their honeymoon in Egypt. Persuaded by her, the couple travel around Japan and are
deeply shocked by what they see: in particular, a frenzied and licentious ‘Eurasian’ girl
(modelled on Ine Brinkley, daughter of an English newspaper proprietor working as a
Japanese government organ), which makes them realise that their marriage would be a
contradictory conflicting mixture. The novel suggests that the marriage is a plot and
propaganda planned by a Japanese politician with the support of an owner of a public
brothel. It can be assumed that the British noble would be killed in the First World War
and the estate and ladyship would be inherited by his Japanese wife.

The novel nearly repeats Ashton-Gwatkin’'s confidential reports to the foreign
office about Japan’'s colonialism in Manchuria and acts of suppression to the Korean
independence movement, in which he warned of Japan's ambition and atrocities varnished
with ‘Bushido propaganda’. Like a colonial Victorian dark fantasy of Joseph Conrad and
Hugh Clifford, Kimono emphasises the dismal result of British civilisation in the non-
Western world, scratching the civilised Japanese and revealing their ‘true’ colours. This
traditional element of British Orientalism literature might explain why Conrad met
Ashton-Gwatkin and praised Kimono. Although it is nearly forgotten now, it was the
bestselling ‘yellow peril’ novel in the 1920s and was translated into nine languages, later

being republished by Penguin Books in 1947.
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Kimono was plump counter-propaganda opposed to Japan's ‘Bushido propaganda’,
especially the British tour of the Japanese Crown Prince (Hirohito) to strengthen ties
before diplomatic discussions concerning the extension of the Anglo-Japanese alliance.
Ashton-Gwatkin had completed the novel in 1919 and in 1921 was waiting for the best
timing to put it out when the argument of the revision of the alliance came up for
discussion. The Japanese government's notice of the royal visit was officially reported to
the British government in February, 1921 and Kimono was published in May, exactly as
the Crown Prince was travelling around Britain and Ashton-Gwatkin was serving and
supporting him. It is hardly surprising that a number of reviews of the work appeared in
May and the alliance was cancelled. Even if this was not a direct result of Kimono, it was
officially decided at Washington Naval Conference in 1922 at which Ashton-Gwatkin was
in attendance as a member of the envoy. During the Prince’s visit, Kimono would drew
the attention of the mission. Most eye-catching is the jacket image of the Japanese
calligraphy for ‘the Anglo-Japanese alliance is heaven’s will, written by the Governor-
General of Korea. There seem to be no British or Japanese documents recording Japanese
governmental protests against the publication and the timing, but the sarcastic novel
seemed became known to Japanese officials.

The first official Japanese document about Kimono dates from 1922, just after an
American publisher’s fraudulent advertisement claiming that the novel was banned in
Japan. Nervous about anti-Japanese (-immigrant) sentiment in the United States, the
government worried that a film of the work would be made in America. For this reason,
Ashton-Gwatkin was unofficially asked to keep the rights by a Japanese high official.
Although the movie was prevented, the name of Yoshiwara became globally popular
through Fritz Lang’s movie Metropolis (1927) and Evelyn Waugh’s novel Vile Bodzes (1930),
possibly inspired by the popularity of Kimono.

Meanwhile the Japanese translation was far from suppressed: a number of copies
were sold and reprinted. The translation was nearly accurate and ruthless criticism,
including misunderstandings, was not omitted. The publisher, with the recommendation of
the Salvation Army and abolitionists of prostitution, appealed to the reader to take the
work’s warnings as an admonition. Another reviewer, Toyohiko Kagawa, who had met
Ashton-Gwatkin in Britain, for instance, also followed the same pattern; however, only a

few reviewers criticised Kimono as being an instance of the genre of the ‘yellow peril’.





