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Camille Mauclair, L Impressionnisme, Son Histoire, Son Esthétique, Ses Maitres, Paris, 1904. 2 QX E 2 [[EHH# “L'Tmpressionisme” ¥ | ~
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Puisqu'il peint maintenant uniquement pour lui-méme, il peindra de cette sorte qui lui permettra le mieux d'obtenir la réussite difficile
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qu'il concoit. Il n'y aura donc dans sa facture aucune trace de ce que l'on peut appeler la virtuosité, il ne se permettra jamais ce travail
facile du pinceau, donnant des a peu pres. Il procéde d’une maniére serrée. Il tient les yeux obstinément fixés sur le modeéle ou le motif, de
facon a ce que chaque touche soit bien mise, pour contribuer a établir sur la toile ce qu'il a devant lui. Il pousse si loin la probité a rendre
sincérement l'objet de sa vision, "+ (Théodore Duret, Histoire des Peintres Impressionnistes, Paris, 1923, pp.137-138)
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Judith Cladel, Auguste Rodin, L’ Euvre et I’Homme, Bruxelles, 1908.
Emile Bernard, “Souvenirs sur Paul Cézanne et Lettres Inédites”, 1907. 45T BEH (HR) LR’ <PK°
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Paul Gauguin et Charles Morice, Noa Noa, Paris, 1901, 42307 LHRORT 2 NHERE &0 QR L49e°
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Julius Meier-Graefe, Entwickelungsgeschichte der Modernen Kunst, Stuttgart, 1904. 252" EB#EE¥" Modern Art, London, New York,
1908, WiRRWERH-2+-RINORe° S Volume I Book II7¢ “The Pillars of Modern Painting” ¥~ s Q IX¥4F’& “Renoir and His
Circle” 248:0°

Julius Meier-Graefe S#IIQEKREK (HR) WRSTEEWRE W QV?

They had learnt nothing ; some of them came from the lowest social stratum. They were all revolutionaries, and that which was offered
them as long as they had patience to listen to others, was so essentially trivial and ephemeral, that their spirit of revolt drove them to
deny the value of teaching altogether, and begin with Nature. (- ) But these very elements make them belong to us and perhaps to us
alone. (Modern Art, Volume I, p.296)
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C. Lewis Hind, The Post Impressionists, London, 1911.
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Art is not beauty. It is expression ; it is always decorative and emotional. And it can be greatly intellectual too. (----- ) Art is more than
the Emotional Utterance of Life. It is the Expression of Personality in all its littleness, in all its immensity. A man who express himself
sincerely can extract beauty from anything. (The Post Impressionists, p.2)
Why should a group of pictures arouse such enthusiasm and interest? Because of the spirit, the enduring idea at the back of them,
spiritual rather than material, the cry for freedom, for a clearer, simpler, swifter, more salient and more personal way of expressing what
we see and feel in this wonderful world. (Ibid., p.17)
HEEDRL B4 5 ° KR40 IEUKER VAo BIER L90° WOVNHKURER oI (£ HHEDH ORIERINEWRE O

HTe° QIR S BB U IGE B <O KR V48507 WV QIR R OWERE URER DN < TIRE UKW IR D80 S 427
(REHLSR A4 X - Iv e [RREKEE] [RECHE] ® 1 Ve - R (IR 1117 | -11K)

fuf

E ERROURR A OFHEVEE IWmR DL QPO e B HEA0E Q InR U IR QA0 R (V4950 S0 - DREE (49 0iRE” m

URPQETULINREAEE LRV 8:0° HoNHERU SN YHFEUS SR HHGRU WOV o BB D &+ 05 Qe
FHQEBE UM B R KBR e U o N-HESRGEUE OV 7 48:0° (e <)
SN QB VE QMM RE R 2T L QR E L o R U a0n°

LN QIO KRR E” 20D R UEIRL0NES S Ha LI QR L Qe
Behind the movement there is a purpose, an idea partaking more of the spiritual than the material. Mere picture-making was lifted into a
larger region. A few perceived the goal of search, and wondered. / But the differences of opinion were bewildering. To some, the pictures
were a crime, sprung from the devil ; to others, they were a revelation, God-inspired. (----- ) Like them or loathe them, but admit that
these men at their best are themselves, naked souls before the living God, searching eye and eager heart, seeking the soul-meaning behind
the bodily forms, dutiful to tradition, but violently aware of being alive — a Van Gogh actively, a Cézanne passively.

(The Post Impressionists, pp4-5)
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Western Art in Shirakaba: Focusing on Western Art Introduction in the First Years

Yasutsugu SHIMIZU
Abstract

Although Shirakaba (TFIHE], 1910/04 —1923/08) was a literary coterie journal, it also
dealt deeply with art and introduced various forms of Western art in Japan. This paper
focuses on the inaugural period of the journal: in particular the strong impact of Western
art on the members, continuing introductory articles, and concrete as well as general
observations of the relation between Shirakaba and Western art. Furthermore, the
meaning of Western art to the members will be clarified.

A mixture of many artistic elements can be seen in the initial issues. Shirakaba took
over journals such as Mygja ([W%]), but soon thereafter their unique interactions with
art began to take shape.

The first charges of introducing Western art were Kojima Kikuo (J&EEAHME), who
was an art major at Tokyo Imperial University, and Arishima Ikuma (A E4:5%), a painter
who had studied abroad; they were members that had specialty knowledge and
experience. However, Kojima's academic mindset and prudence did not conform to the
demands of the journal's editing. Ikuma became lost between the traditional art he learned
in Europe and newness he found in Cézanne, thus his introductions showed contradictions.

After the second volume, there was a change in the members of Western art
introductions: Mushanokoji Saneatsu (##/NEIZE), Yanagi Muneyoshi (MI5E14), Satomi
Ton (H W5%), and others, who were amateurs regarding art, became the critics. More
liberal approaches to art appeared in Shirakaba and it possessed an appeal that art
specialty journals did not have. Regarding the art introductions in Shirakaba, traditionally,
it has been pointed out that it lacked awareness of art-understanding and art-history.
However, the introductions written by the amateurs contained artists’ biographies and a
knowledge of the works; at the same time they became a place for the members
themselves to progress with impressions to art as ‘nourishment’. This is concretely
verified by looking specifically at Yanagi and Saneatsu in this paper.

Yanagi “Revolutionary Painters” ([*E@y D% | Vol. 3 No. 1, 1912/01) enthusiastically
talks about the value of Post-Impressionism. He praised how they had thrown away

traditional methods and only followed individuality and emphasized the ‘revolution’” from
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tradition to individuality. This introduction recognized individuality in people and
contained a message that the correct way to live was to nurture their individuality.
Saneatsu “One Aspect of van Gogh” ([ T#F&®D—Ifi] Vol. 3 No. 11, 1912/11) discusses
van Gogh as a painter suffering from contradicting desires. He walked the path of selfish
desire to use his artistic gift. However, by devoting himself to that path, he left behind
moving works and began to realize altruistic desire. Then, as Saneatsu writes, van Gogh’s
conflicted life becomes a supporting power to those living according to their individuality.
The members of Shirakaba marveled at Western art and perceived the works as
blossoms of the artist. They also believed there was something similar to the artists inside
themselves. Following Western art introductions, a challenge to live according to
individuality manifested amongst the members. At that time, Western art became a
supportive presence for them. The beliefs shared by members of Shirakaba took shape

and they believed in individuality because of their interactions with Western art.





