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[EE®— 1] Emperor Kokaku Returning to the Capital over the Sanjo Bridge Fenollosa-
Weld Collection 11.4568

Photograph © 2016 Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. All rights Reserved. c/o
DNP artcom

webZNBICER L., mfgidAm L X L7z

[EE®— 2] Emperor Kokaku Returning to the Capital over the Sanjo Bridge Fenollosa-
Weld Collection 11.4569

Photograph © 2016 Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. All rights Reserved. c/o
DNP artcom
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[EE®— 3] Emperor Kokaku Returning to the Capital over the
Sanjo Bridge Fenollosa-Weld Collection 11.4569 (£84)
Photograph © 2016 Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. All
rights Reserved. c/o DNP artcom
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The Position and Orthodoxy of the Emperor in Early Modern Japan: Focusing on the

Treatment of the Daitokei, Kenji, Rites of Passage, and the Imperial Lineage

Gen NOMURA

This paper studies the historical significance of the Daitokei, regalia originating from
Paekche and said to have been abandoned after its loss in the medieval period, used in
Imperial succession rituals and during Imperial progresses, and appearing in the Imperial
progresses and the Niiname-sai harvest festivals of Emperor Kokaku, and on the occasion
of his abdication to Emperor Ninko as the Kenji-togyo (transfer of the Sword and Jewel
Regalia). While the Daitokei is not used at present in Imperial succession rituals and so
on, if its use had been revived at the time of Emperor Kokaku, there is the need to
examine the relationship between the subsequent emperors and the Daitokei. The author
hypothesizes that Imperial awareness toward the Daitokei is related to an elucidation of
the shift in the basis of the historical character and orthodoxy concerning the position of
the emperor in the early modern to modern times, and has conducted an analysis.

As a result it was learned that attention was given to the Daitokei from the time of
Emperor Kokaku, that the abandonment of the Daitokei was old, and that the box it had
been contained it only was reconstructed. In the background to Emperor Kokaku's
incorporation of the Daitokei into the Imperial succession ritual were the issue of the
Southern and Northern Courts regarding the orthodoxy of the Imperial line in the palace,
and commensurate suspicions toward the Sanshu-no-jingi (Triple Regalia). Emperor
Kokaku avoided a reliance solely on the Sanshu-no-jingi, and in order to substantiate the
Imperial succession concepts established by the Emperors Tenji and Kanmu that were
emphasized in the enthronement edicts of early modern period emperors, the author
conjectures that he incorporated the Daitokei box, which had a profound relationship with
those two emperors, into the Imperial succession ritual. The Daitokei cannot be confirmed
in the accession and enthronement of Emperor Meiji, but because at that time continuity
with Emperor Jinmu was emphasized and an unusual ritual was performed, the author
points out the possibility that the Daitokei as regalia originating from Paekche may have

been excluded within that process.





