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Perception of the Japanese moraic-nasal(/n/)
by Korean learners of Japanese:
Concerning /n/ followed by a vowel

HAN Heesun

Abstract This study examines the perception of the Japanese Moraic-Nasals /N/ by Korean learners of
Japanese. In the case of the /N/ followed by vowels (/N/ + /a, 1, u, e, o/), there is a tendency towards
pronunciation as various nasal vowels. The actual sound of each /N/ is, however, prone to change according
to the speech style and speech rate. Korean language has three nasal codas (/m, n, /). The Korean nasal
codas are pronounced [m], [n], [g] respectively, regardless of speech styles and speech rates. Therefore, if
Korean native speakers consider Japanese /N/ from the perspective of the Korean nasal coda, it is possible
that they will misjudge Japanese /N/. A perception test was conducted using a minimal pair consisting of
“/N/ + vowel (/gosenen/ five thousand yen)” and “vowel + vowel (/gose:en/ encouragement)”. The test
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words were recorded in “slow,” “common,” “fast,” “faster” speech rates by 6 Japanese. The results showed

that native Japanese speakers recognized /N/ in most cases. On the other hand, Korean learners of Japanese
who had learned Japanese for less than 1 year were unable to recognize the Japanese /N/, and perceived /N/
as vowel. Korean learners of Japanese with advanced Japanese proficiency had results similar to the native
Japanese participants. Interestingly, in some cases they showed more accurate judgement than that of the
Japanese. This, therefore, suggests that, as language learning progresses, the Japanese /N/ is acquired.
Advanced learners, however, tended to pay greater attention to the /N/ sounds rather than the contextual
factors on which Japanese were more likely to rely on.

Keywords: Japanese moraic-nasal(/n/), perception, Korean learners of Japanese
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ST/N/BHWENTHWDZ EEiRRD,

HIFF(2002)TlE, FEHIC L 52008 —F /47 (18— 7 %7 0 K300ms) OFEE Cath Lif 7z
BEREAZHAWT, HARERGEFEE 2 RICERERT 52/NIZ OO THREREIT - 72,
N/ REE] R4 — T BOBEREL AW, BRI, 7AMEALZEFICD
WTHFRESHIEIL TS, BREFELTERLEEFTHDL LR L TWD, INOFIE
THRBBEOEWIZIAME T, BEEENEEE (i,uw) &2 (ae o) IZX > TIE
BRILEVEETD>TEHOD, S%UUEBERLAEEFELTHBESA T, £z, /N/
DRIZEORBENRFCEGEERRL2G6 LTI AIBEORERFRLCTHSI1E 5 B3/N/OMRIX
L ARDPILEEFRLTND, ZOLCDo W ELEFEREIZBNTH, FREICE-
TRHHEIZERT D% 6 O/N/ORBIMIIAREBEBREFEICL > THREL TIXRVWI &b
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F o, BIBQRO2)TIE 74142 LW TFTRAREBIZONWTEDORIKZIZ T34 Midia,
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BEFTE2A2ELLOSIZERL, F¥ VT LR ULTTARBLETEZR R LESES TIXS7T%
wIEE) CREL, BV 043% T TIER. A, £l LHlsns22tn3dv. F
BREBEELELFTICEREMLEEF L L CoZERAEIX T W 2R LT, —F.,
X VT XEMTTERALEEAERLE L, 100% [JEE] EF 2T T, /N/OHIEHIZ STARD
RESBEELTCWAZEbARLE, 2OXSRIENDL, BABRHEGEE CHLY -V &
LEBERTH-oThH, BXOLDOIEHT DLV IV DB LAXRIZKEL A ENTE
BTEEHBH LD Enbol,

FEQOIMNIZIHE W TITHN O FHA 40 aE2xtG L LEEEICBWT, TJEE ], THE]
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EFEPREELVERSTZBICHIATLES ZLERRT LA EHEMLTWDS, 2
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BROHEFOEENFFIRINTHRY, TJEE] R TEA] OXLSIT INA+EE] X TR
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5MER B HY,

) THEBRCBCT, THEE), T, THEE) TTMI. TkEl, TEx] 6 2DF A MED 2 E—
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KHOTRH LD, BRHEBICWMVHATHD b S,

L., 20 koshkE %@W%ﬂk@ijﬁﬁmvmwifm<ﬂ;OwTiT%T%
D, ERIZR->THEDLLARVWHBENE S, AETALERD D, BARGEZIEHE

THEEHLTWAEZXIRIZ TN/ RS OFFORES ZHE L2 1X. Hanan(2014)
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EWMOEDLLEVIMEET o/, FORE. 7 A FEBEO KRN T/N/RZ ORIt O F A H X [H
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DELTIREERONTHWAHEAERH Y FFIL2E—T B L4TE—F HIZ/N/EZHTHEICE
WTC/N/ORLEEB B SLD (42%)

(2014 ik, HARGERENHER 1 RICEH LB ARMAER N H 5 T EHEREGTE 204 & k5
ARG EHEIC LA EREBECEERRBEOEF AW, BEREBET /NI TH
HHEBREIT-> T, INICHEBET 5T N/W/OEEL/NATHIE T 5 BF 2 /0/O %S TIET0%
ERXREMPE o b 0D, AEKENCEBEERENCHADLT, BLALDOTF X FEIC
KL TI%LL FERUAEE L THBEND LW RRESL, ZOME. HiX KT
IN/OBBETIRETH S ERERST T A0, FEROBKOMKEEZZETIE, HEGE
FEE O LRFEREOSA, IN/OMBTIXAARERBEHETIFICTETNDEF 25,
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BB 2 VX =PRI NTN, RIEBFAZANRF LIV AR DI, 4000Hz {738 O B i = %10 ¥
— AL LW EBEARLONEZ, 28 —F BIZ/N/EAET S (IUE, TH, £x) TiE, »->< 07T
B2 FEEE CIE 4000Hz T CRER = A VX =R IZIFBR N o TR, BFEALZ A NVEELE N
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EHE W,
F1 HEEL (ABEHE., B, 208) TXB2TXR M EDEREHBED K S (ms)
HTH CEB |
1 | rol | s/ Jenen/ eR | /g | ol | I8 fe:en/ 2R
A 26 51 118 488 683 | 20 62 | 126 414 622
B 19 69 | 108 383 579 | 22 55 | 103 360 540
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D 16 44 92 291 443 | 24 44 81 273 422
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C 33 85 76 364 563 | 0% 18 75 75 306
D | 61” | 73 67 314 515 | 50 89 76 246 461
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R3 EE3 (BFRALEE. 1. 208) ITKEA3TRMEDELEHEDR S (ms)
T M B
g/ /o/ /s/ /eNeN/ 25 /g/ /o/ /s/ /e en/ 25
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C 18 70 72 381 541 12 72 63 371 518
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T M B
g/ /o/ /s/ /eNeN/ 25 /g/ /o/ /s/ /e en/ 25
A 21 58 100 403 582 25 63 113 418 619
B 23 53 81 347 504 17 53 92 346 508
C 21 51 61 318 451 23 50 81 310 464
D 36 19 81 290 426 23 57 78 284 442
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T M B
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T M B
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D 13 66 69 256 404 18 61 75 283 437
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