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In 1993, young caseworkers at a welfare office in Tokyo wrote dozens of Senryu
(17-syllable satirical poems), whose themes were their difficulties caused by the
government welfare-payment recipients they were in charge of. Some of the Senryu were
as follows: 'Call an ambulance by yourself, you bastard!" 'You don’t have to come near me
when you talk to me, ' 'Be in the hospital forever, Alcoholics and Lunatics!" and so on. A
private organization researching public assistance systems published those Senryu in
their journal, which caused strong condemnation from the general public and developed
into a social problem.

Now, 23 years later, autism is more familiar than before and various books on ASD
(Autism Spectrum Disorders) are published by doctors and autism support specialists.
Some of those books, however, are still written based on obviously erroneous knowledge,
arbitrary decisions and prejudice, which can wrongly inform ordinary people.

In this paper, I take up a book written by a clinical psychologist published in 2016, and
examine the problems autism support specialists have. The trouble is that at first sight the
author’s statements seem to be full of beautiful words as if she wrote for the sake of people
with ASD. But the opposite intention of the author will be revealed when you examine the
text closely. An employment support staff the author interviewed, for example, denounces
a young man with ASD because he cannot look at himself objectively. Of course that is one
of the characteristics of ASD and may affect his behavior, but surprisingly, the author
never explains the case medically and criticizes him with the staff using a hypocritical
display of the staff’s discontent. This is, so to speak, a good example of “such
representations as representations, not as ‘natural’ depictions” (Said, 1978, p.21) of ASD.

I indicate the similarities between the author and the staff in the book and the

* Orientalist Stereotypes in the Minds of Autism Support Specialists:
Analyzing Them, Who Are Supposed to Listen to Narratives of People with ASD (HAYASHI Keisei)
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caseworkers of the Senryu incident in 1993, then consider critically the roles of autism

support specialists and how we enlighten people on ASD.
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