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Constructing Research on Disaster Volunteers in Sociology of Religion

fiesEl5 !
Keishin INABA
%E

LM LD BT T —~ IR ST O/EEN O bIFEREE A E o7, Tiud, FROZFETHH
59, WARKELK LW HORFEEFIL, A2 B EROMBEEROT-OIZLE E3 0 | Fi- s A EiT
WD, MEEZENT 5178, FftATEZ B ORI L IR U AL DN D, L, BUVERIZRWT, Bka 7gi
IZHFVI-TE T, KERACOFBE DT VIR, SEEDMHIL T\,

FERES, R, M ~OENRLY &I T D AR R0 T D, L OREIIFN R B RE
FHOHZEBR T DKERT 7 1 TIEIRBER DI MM ONWT, FERBFEH L DT 7 ar U h—F %
T TV, ARETIE EEOZNETONENG, FERIRIMIRE, Kifmm, Y — v« ¥ EX2LOidER
ZMY LT BRI DKERT T 4 THRORENY ZEE T2,

Abstract

Research in the sociology of religion has recently been initiated on the novel theme of "coexistence with natural disasters".
Apparently, this is what the era demanded. The unprecedented disaster of the Great East Japan Earthquake (2011) stimulated a
search for solutions to shared problems and fostered new linkages among social actors. Over the long span of human history,
religion has been involved in responses to a variety of difficult situations. Religious individuals and organizations are present
during natural disasters, and their support is desired.

Many religions teach altruism, consideration for others, and related practices. Social contributions by religious individuals
and organizations performed according to a doctrine of altruism include volunteer activities in response to natural disasters,
disaster prevention activities, and so on. Scholars in the sociology of religion conduct action research regarding these and related
beliefs and activities. This paper examines previous research by the author on religious altruism, soteriology, and social capital,
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and it seeks to construct a platform in the sociology of religion for research on disaster volunteering.
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