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Some Suggestions from the Development of an Application for
People with Spinal Cord Injuries and its Cloudfunding: Focusing
on the Involvement of People with Disabilities

Sachi MASALI Kyoko ITO and Rie KOJIMA

Abstract:

In recent years, people with disabilities participate in a wide range of fields, such as academic, judicial,
administrative, and policy decision-making, as well as medical and welfare fields. User-centered development is also
being carried out in the ICT field. The purpose of this paper is to show how we developed an application for people
with spinal cord injuries and our experience of cloudfunding for release of the application, from the viewpoint of

involvement participation.

First, we introduce the development process of the application. Although we had originally planned to develop
rehabilitation equipment, having listened to the voices of people with spinal cord injuries we decided in September
2016 to make a communication tool for them. In March 2017, considering the difficulties of controlling hands, we
developed Pspo, an application which provides opportunities for communication to people with spinal cord injuries
through the topic of sports. Then, we recount our experience of cloudfunding in order to obtain support for our

project. Finally, we make suggestions for the future.
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