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Oliver: What’s the matter, Paula? Something wrong?

Paula(Pulling her wrap up about her shoulder) : No, no. I'm just going, Dad.

Oliver (Comes back to her. Pats her cheek tenderly, just a touch, passes a hand over her hair) :

Good-night , my dear.
Oliver goes. The guests being out of the room, the music slowly comes up in volume.
Paula, on the steps, turns and peers fixedly out in the direction from which Larry would
come. Turns a step or two toward the room. Sees the cocktail tray, goes quickly to it,
snatches up a full glass, drains it. Turns, wavers with indecision, then, with a rush, goes.
Through this we have heard, faintly, the conversation and laughter of the guests on their
to the dining-room. Now a burst of laughter comes up at some special sally. For some
fifteen or twenty seconds, while the stage is empty, the music plays on, a romantic,
throbbing Hungarian waltz.

THE CURTAIN FALLS
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