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The Politics of CBD Redevelopment in Bangkok : The Case of
Pathumwan District

KAWAMORI Masato*

Pathumwan District is changing from a largely commercial center to a mixed-use
center in which industries such as fashion,tourism,entertainment are becoming increasingly
important. This paper examines historical formation of Pathumwan District and the politics
of CBD(Central Business District) redevelopment with special reference to commercial
developer's utilization of political and policy resources in Pathumwan's recent change.

In the historical formation of Pathumwan District started in the later 19th century, the
Crown Property Bureau (CPB) has been a major actor. The CPB, which owns some of
Bangkok's best land including Pathumwan District, went through a major restructuring
after the 1997 crisis. In 2001 the CPB raised the rents on its tenancies to levels approaching
fair market value. Another major step was the formation of the CPB Property to manage
the bureau's land portfolio. The CPB's new rent policy has helped out Bangkok's re-born
property market and has been a major factor in reshaping its landscape.

Siam Phiwat, formerly known as Bangkok International Hotels Company Limited
(BIHC), has jointly invested with the Mall Group, Thailand's major department store
group, in developing a premium-end department store, shopping plaza and hotel complex,
the Siam Paragon. On the other hand, the Central Group is fully renovating and expanding
its flagship project, Central World Plaza. These new and refurbished retail developments
coincided with the government's policies on two industries (fashion industry and tourism
industry). These developments will enhance the position of Pathumwan District as the
retail destination in the CBD of Bangkok.

*  Division of Asia I, Osaka University of Foreign Studies



