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China which is undergoing changes and the subject of regional
study
-— from the view of the study of modern Mongolian history

ZHOU Tai-ping*

There was not much violence in Mongolian socicty during the first 100 years since
Inner and Outer Mongolian were conquered by Qsing dynasty. llowever the enormous
Chinese immigration from central China to Mongolian grassland began from the last half
of 19th century brought Mongolian society the most severe changes ever. Under such
historical condition, until the middle of 20th century, the regional economy of Inner
Mongolia except for northern grassland and deep inside Daxing’an mountain had changed
into half agricultural and half nomadic or even fully agricultural condition. Gradually there
formed the unique regional society of modern Inner Mongolia which was deferent from the
traditional Monglian society and culture. The changes of the society and culture of modern
Inner Mongolia are totally meaningful to Mongolian history and the regional history of
China’s neighbor area.

It’s well known that undergoing changes is quite common for Mongolian society since
modern age‘ However the contemporary changes (last half century) of Inner Mongolia are
the largest both in scale and in speed.

Troin the aspect of history and contemporary condition of Mongolian society and of
the debate on the concept of “nationality” the thesis discusses such problems as how
does the ever-changing society of ethnic group reform ; how does the movable“ethnic

boundary” develop ment.

* Modern and Contemporary History Research Institute, Inner Mongolia University
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