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Precepts about the Marriage in a Muslim Society of North India
— Through Thanav?’s Bihishtt Zewar —

Mari WATANABE

The purpose of this paper is to introduce a part of Islamic revival movement urged by
the Deobandi group through an enlightening book entitled “Bihishti Zewar” written by a
Deobandt scholar namely, Ashraf *Ali Thanavi (1863-1943). The group is a main stream of
Islamic revival movement in North India, and this book describes precepts of Muslim
women in North India. This book is said to be the most brilliant of all Deobandi group’s
writings. Although the Deobandi group obeys Hanafi School of law, in this book there are
precepts adapted to meet the demands of the times of North India. Paying attention to this
point, I tried to do a study of the Islamic reform.

The author, Ashraf "Alf Thanavi was born in Thanah Bhawan in 1863. He entered the
Dar-ul-'Uliim School, or the center of Deobandi group’s movement at the age of 15, and
graduated at 20. Then he taught in a Madrasah (Islamic schools) and went in pilgrimage to
Makkah twice. He devoted himselfto writing at 35, and later established the Imdad-ul-
‘Ulim Convent. His writings are very many, such as risdlah (religious booklet), wa'z
(religious advice), marhaz (didactic collection) and fatwa (judgment) collection, etc. It is
believed that the number of his writings exceeds 600. ‘

This book, Bihishti Zewar came as a series of publication between1900-1910 in 11
volumes. It infiltrated into people’s life in those days so widely that it became one of
trousseaus. It has gone through several editions and we can obtain this at present in form of
a single book containing all the volumes. Moreover, this book has been published in
English and also in main North Indian languages for Muslim women who don’t understand
Urda. In this book Arabic technical terms are restricted to the terms related to Islamic law. It

is a simply given instruction in a gentle tone in order to be widely read among Muslim
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women who had no education.

This book covers from fundamental deeds of Muslim e.g. belief, worship, fast,
atonement, sacrifice and pilgrimage to daily works of housewives as recipes of pickles etc.,
how to dye cloths and the method of treating various sicknesses. Furthermore it contains
the chapters on Sifism (Islamic mysticism), and on ideal female figures on the model of
prophet’s wives. Therefore the teachings reach almost all the aspects of life including both
physical and mental. It also contains very unique teachings such as the methods of treating
stinginess and jealousy.

Finally, it can be said that this book is an extremely important writing in the respect
that this book clarifies precepts of Muslim women in North India. Much research has been
done with regard to this book e.g. [Barbara, 1992] and [Miyahara, 1998]. This is the first
paper to translate into Japanese from Urdia. Translation and explanation about Sections on
1) Marriage, 2) Persons with Whom Marriage is Forbidden, and 3) The Walt or legal
Guardian has been attempted. I'11 translate this book and do the study after this.

— 151 —



