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Administrative Reforms in Vietnam :
The Case of the Medical Sector

GOTO Fumio*

In Vietnam, on September 17, 2001, the Prime Minister signed Decision No.136,/”
2001,/QD-TTg approving the overall program on State administrative reform from
2001-2010. The program covers four main reforms : “institutional reform”, “reform
of administrative apparatus organization”, “renewal and raising the quality of the
contingent of officials and employees” and “public finance reform.”

How has the Medical Sector been reorganized and changed under this program?
The present article attempts to answer this important question by analyzing the
changes to the medical insurance system.

After examining the overall program on State administrative reform from 2001-2010
and the features of Medical Sector under this program in Part 1, the present author
looked at the changes in the medical insurance system from 1989 to the present and
the situation regarding its enforcement at nation level in Part 2.

Furthermore, based on a field survey which was carried out in Hanoi and Ho
Chi Minh City in 2005, the same writer makes it clear in Part 3, why a difference
occurred in the situation regarding the enforcement of the medical insurance system
at provincial and district levels.

In the conclusion to this article, the author adjudged that the medical insurance
system in Vietnam has been reformed according to the exigencies of overall admi
nistrative reform, but it would be too difficult for the government to realize its

target, which is “medical insurance for the whole nation by 2010”.

* Division of Asia II, Osaka University of Foreign Studies



