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Figure 1.
Brown & Fraser(1979) (1990)
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The social meaning of interpersonal communication
Daibo, Ikuo(Graduate SchoolofHumanSciences, OsakaUniversity)

The interpersonalrelationshipsare developed by meansofvarious media in social context
including temporal sequence. Communicative acts convey psychologicalmessages derived
from socialnormandcultural products. The domain ofcommunicative studiesareenlarged
from theusageofnonverbal channels revealing body-parts to the understandingfunctional
integrationof multiple channels. Interpersonalcommunication is consideredasthetemporal
sequenceofsocialexchangesbetween personsandis regarded as theprocess of developingthe
balanced interpersonalrelationshipsof bondingpersonseach other. Thebalanced state is
notultimately stable, but, isbecoming to getstill more stable. It isnecessary to study the
rationalrelationshipsbetween the intrapersonalbalance and theinterpersonal balance. The
dual-stage of interpersonalbalance andtheevidencesofsynchronytendencyin many non-
verbalchannelsshouldevokethecontroversy betweenthestructuralapproachandthecom-
ponent approach considering social meaning of communication.

Key words : interpersonal communication, cognitivebalance, social exchange, social
skills, synchronytendency
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