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The U.S. and the First Stage
of the South Asian Crisis in 1971

CHEN  Meiyin*

The term “tilt” that is used in this paper means the American policy to Pakistan
during the Third India-Pakistan War. Kissinger used-it quite often in his memoirs
‘The White House Years’.

There are two schools of thought on this “tilt”. Some: scholars suggested: that
Nixon and Kissinger had tilted to Pakistan during that war. Some others argued
otherwise. In particular, some Pakistani scholars argued that Pakistan had received
little economic and military aid under this “tilt” policy. India, on the other hand,
had had much support from the Soviet Union. This imbalance was believed to be
a major reason for the Pakistan defeat in this war, which was the third consecutive
defeat that Pakistan had suffered since 1949. This defeat is also said to provide a
major stimulus for Pakistan to start a nuclear program.

My purpose in this paper is not to verify whether or not either of the above
two arguments is more accurate, but is to make the “tilt” policy clear by analyzing
the American political and military policy in this year, such as the quantity of the
American military aid, why Kissinger's “tilted” to Pakistan, and its influence on
Pakistan.

In 1971, there was another important occurrence beside the 1971's India-Pakistan
Crisis. The first Nixon Shock on the ground of the Kissinger's secret trip to Beijing
in the 9th. of July, 1971. These two things were considered to be intertwined by

* Ph. D candidate, Osaka University of Foreign Studies

—137—



the White House, which indicated that Pakistan was the only route for them to
connect with China. And this was the source to the Nixon and Kissinger's “tilt”
policy.

On the other hand, although the realization of the normalization of displomatic
relations with China was the most important problem for Nixon and Kissinger, it
was not the only thing for their diplomacy. They also chose the non-involvement
policy under the Nixon Doctrine, which was announced in 1969.

These two policies which seemed to be inconsistent were coordinated at the
maximum under the Nixon Administration's policy-making process. And it made the
USA's maximum interest realized. But, at the same time, it also made the Pakistanis
experience the disgrace which had to do with the Pakistani scholars' argument above.

The focus of this paper is in that stage of the 1971 India-Pakistan crisis.
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