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Hotsumi Ozaki’s Political Commentaries during the
Sino-Japanese War

TAKAGI Yasuyuki*

In the middle of the Sino-Japanese War (1937-1941) a Japanese writer made the
audacious proposal of joining hands with the Chinese. Hotsumi Ozaki was his name.
His stage was the leading magazines at the time like Chuoukoron (Central Tribune)
and Kaizou (Renovation).

He repeatedly wrote that we must start to give way to the Chinese people from
our side in order to realize joining hands with them.

The Japanese Imperial Army was marching in pursuit of the Kuomintang Army
up to the Midland China along the Yangtze River at that time. He dared to challenge
the flaring Japanese Chauvinism against China and was nonchalant of the severe
censorship of the wartime Japanese authority. “Reform” was the popular word in
the press and reformists existed everywhere both on the right wing and on the left.
Ozaki's firm stance toward “Reform” and his celebrity might make the censor's eyes
blind.

His acclaimed commentary on Chinese Nationalism appeared January 1939 in
Chuuoukoron. The title is “Examining the objective basis of Toa Kyoudoutai (Asian
Community) Theory”.

He explained how Chinese who constituted Chinese society at root had gotten an
identity of themselves after long difficulties of famine, the rule of selfish landlord

and the invasion of the Japanese Imperial Army, and had at last integrated themselves.

* ex-reporter of the Asahi
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For the Japanese, it should be easy to choose to share peacefully with Europe
and America the large market of China. But the Japénese do not. The reason is
that Japan has fallen by destiny into living with China in the course of modern
history. The three years' war experience from 1937 to 1940 with China has made
clear that both peoples are combined by a value not calculated by economy alone.

The requirement to put the Ideal of the Asian community into practice is that the
Japanese must change both their society and their economy. This surely demands
hard sacrifices from the Japanese. Then the Chinese will understand the real meaning
of the Theory and will give us their hearty support.

He continued.

Our common ideal of the Community theory is not for ourselves but for all the
peoples of Asia, Africa, Europe, North and South America. We extend our wealth
and welfare bome by the Sino-Japanese cooperation to the peoples all over the
world and at first to peoples living in misery.

We stand far from any blockading Economic Zone.

When the Government promoted the Greater Asia Co-prosperity Sphere policy,
Ozaki criticized hard the advocacy of the Foreign minister, Yosuke Matsuoka. He
wrote that Matsuoka generated it without love of the people who lived in South-east
Asia and with no knowledge of the misery under colonialism which they confronted
day by day.

Really it was little more than propaganda intended to justify Japan's invasion of
South-east Asia. We.came to know this after the end of the Pacific War.

His commentaries are vivid documents of the agony of an intellectual at war time
in Showa Japan. Being far from madding Militarism and Tenno-ism, he inquired
into what Japanese should do. He did so with passion of a patriot and with the

brain of internationalism.
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