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Transfiguration of Japanese Resident Society in Shanghai during
the Period of the overall Sino-Japanese War looking over the
Kimpusha's Japanese Professional Directory

MAEDA Terundo*

The purpose of this paper is mainly on discussing the actual situations of transfiguration
within the Shanghai’s Japanese Society, under the period of “the Sino-Japanese allover
War”, by analyzing the data from Kimpusha’s “the Japanese Resident Directories (JRD)”.
The recorded targets of this directory were “all the working Japanese indivisuals,
belonging to the whole social classes” in Shanghai. The two findings obtained from

this analysis are:

In the first place, by analyzing the 28" and the 29% editions of “JRD” published
in 1936 and 1939, the writer confirmed that the following three points concemning
transfigurations of the Japanese society in Shanghai;

(1) Even though the Shanghai residents were from various prefectures all over
Japan, a large portion was from western Japan about 30% were from the prefectures
in Kyushu, and with 11% an average from Nagasaki alone.

(2) Secondly, some big enterprises in Shanghai, inclined to give emphasis and
priority to ‘respecting for hometown trend’ when they employ workers.

(3) Thirdly, numbers of so-called as “dochaku-ha (+-#%JR)”, the habitual name
of Japanese residents, who came to Shanghai with their own decisions on ‘an intention
of living in Shanghai for the rest of their life’, concentrated in “the Hongkew or
Zhabei area” which stretched from south to north, whereas had been sparcely populated

the eastern to western part of the Hongkew area, where looks like to the bird wings.

* Graduation of Master Program, Osaka University of Foreign Studeies



The employers and their families who engaged in Japanese spinning factories in
Shanghai resided at company housing groups in “Hu-xi (JEPE, western suburbs of
Shanghai) or Yangshupoo (#5#ffi, eastern outskirts of Shanghai), and workers
belong to public offices such as customs, tele-communications, consular and embassy
offices, settlement offices, school teachers, and workers belong to national policy
enterprises, the numbers of which rapidly increased after “the 2™ Shanghai Incident”,
were resided in “the center district of Shanghai”, located in' north-eastern end of
the city.

In the second place, triggered by the “incident”, the Japanese resident society in
Shanghai changed its direction toward the overpopulation boom, and began to change
its quality from; simple to complicated, wet to dry, dull to keen, much and more,
day by day. The actual conditions of “expansion” would be shown as the increase
of group company stuffs and workers, government officials, and/or the expansion
of life spaces as follows: (Comparison and contrast between 1939 and 1943: Group
enterprises under the umbrella of “The Central China Development Co., Ltd. (TCCD)”,
Mitsui Yoko Co., Ltd., special security members in consulate general and Japanese
Residents Office).

One of the most important factors that new immigrants and their family members
who would be employed or transferred from Japan to newly opened offices/factories/
organizations being tempted into Shanghai were the reallocation of society there,
the core organization of which were TCCD group of companies. This national policy
led population expansion had been supported by the Japanese society in Shanghai,
that were believed in the ‘invincible’ troops of Japanese forces, and were recognized
themselves as the race of ‘excel’, had a sence to look down on the host country
people as the ‘inferiors’. Before the ‘incident’, light industries, such as cotton spinning,
miller, blacksmith, and many/small service industries formed the economical foundation
of Shanghai, however, in the rapid and strong tides of heavy industrialization after
the ‘incident’, Shanghai changed to an urban area overwhelmed by the existence
of the soldiers and the police.



