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A Study about Yasuzo Suzuki and a Private Group
Known as the Constitution Investigation Association

KAWANO Tomoko*

This thesis is about Yasuzo Suzuki who took the lead in a private group, its
Japanese name, “Kempo kenkyukai” which made a draft influenced most on the
draft of GHQ. The Constitution of Japan has many points in common with this
GHQ draft. So we can say that the Constitution of Japan was influenced by the
Private Group’s draft.

First, I analyzed Suzuki’s and the Group’s drafts made after the World Warll.
Suzuki started thinking about the draft of the new constitution soon after the defeat of
World WarIl. He made two simple drafts as the revisions of the former constitution
in October 1945. The Private Group made four drafts from November to December
and Suzuki made his own draft after the activities of the group.

At first, Suzuki thought about legislative power as trust by a nation and the legislative
power superior to administrative power, that is, he has the conception similar to John
Locke. Suzuki took the defeat of the World Warll as the Glorious Revolutionin in
Japan. The Private Group’s draft says that legislative, administrative and judicial powers
are separated completely and the Emperor takes no political right. He thought it was
the most suitable way of democracy in Japan.

Suzuki also tried to secure people’s rights which were infringed under the former
constitution in prewar periods. For example, the right of residence and removal, liberation
form unjust arrest, imprisonment, trial and punishment, jurisdiction, nonaggression
of residence, privacy of correspondence, nonaggression of the right of ownership,
the freedom of religion, the freedom of expression, assembly and association and
the right of petition. The most noteworthy point of his draft is that he made much
of the rights of revolution and resistance.

* Graduation of Master Program, Osaka University of Foreign Studies



