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Amader Bardi — Our Elder Sister
Sachi Rani Badra (1925—2003)

Amalendu De*
Translated by: Sho Kuwajima**

This is a translation of Amalendu De, 4mader Bardi (Our Elder Sister) written in
Bengali. The date and place of publication is not shown in this booklet of requiem.
According to the information provided by the author Professor Amalendu De, it was
written on 18 October 2003, two days after his elder sister Sachi Rani passed away
in Kolkata.

It is a personal history of Sachi Rani, but at the same time a record of one
Indian lady who passed through the contemporary history of South Asia with her
stronig will.

Besides the death of her mother Phulkumari in the middle of the 1930s, she
faced the Second World War and Bengal Famine of 1943, the Partition of Bengal
along with the Partition of India in 1947, the rise of the Naxalite movement in
Bengal in the 1960s and the 1970s, and the migration of Indians to Europe and
America in the latest years of the 20th century. While considering the meaning of
each of these experiences sincerely, she developed her strong sense of responsibility,
open-mindedness towards different opinion or different way of life, and broad view
of things.

In this writing Professor De describes social rituals like funerals and marriage

ceremony in details, which provide useful information. His account of a change in

* Former Professor of Indian History, Jadavpur University
Fomer President, The Asiatic Society, Kolkata
** Emeritus Professor, Osaka University of Foreign Studies
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the dietary life of Bengal is also interesting.

It is really touching to know that Phulkumari, who supported the revolutionary
movement, used the pedestal of an image of the Hindu God, in which she had faith,
for keeping revolutionary literature or weapons in secret. Also the voice of the victims
of the Bengal Famine asking for food is recorded here.

I am thankful to Professor Amalendu De, former Guru Nanak Professor of Indian
History, Jadavpur University and former President, The Asiatic Society, Kolkata for
giving me his permission to translate into Japanese this memorable requiem, written
hurriedly with a thousand emotions and without footnotes, but with the calm observation

of a dedicated historian.
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