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Changes in Japan's State Identities:
A Computer-Assisted Content Analysis of Defense White Papers

MIYAOKA Isao*

In this article, the author analyzes the changing perception held by Japanese policymakers
regarding Japan’s state identities, by conducting a computer-assisted content analysis
of the Defense White Papers published annually between 1976 and 2006. The KH
Coder, a computer program, assigns a particular code to a sentence if the sentence
includes all or part of the words- associated to the code. Then, it calculates a ratio
of the identically coded sentences in the designated entire text for each year. The
author also attempts to capture the discursive logic of the official reports about the
roots of Japan’s identities and their policy implications, by carrying out cognitive

mapping.

The codes that appear frequently in the editions published during the Cold War
period are “Member of the West” (nishigawa no ichiin) and “Economic Power”
(keizai taikoku). The appearance ratios of the former code are high in the texts of
the 1980s. The perception of Japan as a “Member of the West” seems to have
been affected by that of the Soviet Union as a military threat. On the other hand,
the rise of Japan and the decline of the United States in the economic field seem
to have strengthened the perception of Japan as an “Economic Power” since the
late 1970s. In the 1980s, both of the self-definitions were used to emphasize the

necessity of defense build-up in Japan.

* Osaka School of Interational Public Policy, Osaka University
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The appearance ratios of the code “Peace-Loving Nation” (heiwa kokka) are stable
in the entire period under study. This identity seems to have derived from the
constitutional resolution of never repeating the horrors of war. In the late 1970s
and the late 1980s, the self-description of Japan as such was linked to the need
to strengthen Japan’s non-military international contributions. After the end of the
Cold War, however, this identity became increasingly more compatible with military

means as long as they are not related to combat.

The Defense White Papers published during the Cold War Period avoid the use
of the term “alliance” (ddmeikoku). By contrast, the frequency ratio of this code
is in the general trend of increase in the 1990s and peaked at 2006 when Japan
and the United States reached an agreement on the force posture realignment of
U.S. Forces in Japan. Instability in the Asia-Pacific region and the global war on
terrorism seem to have enhanced Japan’s collective identity with the United States
and then have led to such new missions of the Japan Self Defense Forces (JSDF)
as international peace cooperation activities and response to unstable situations in

areas surrounding Japan.

As a result of the content analysis explained above, this article makes three arguments.
First, after the end of the Cold War, an alliance with the United States replaced its
two other identities, a member of the West and an economic power. The perception
of Japan as a peace-loving nation was stable, although its meaning was changing
slowly. Second, important sources of identity transformation include: 1) changes in
the distribution of material capabilities among states, 2) the occurrence of major
wars, terrorist activities, and international crises, and 3) a stronger sense of common
values and stronger expectations of burden sharing from the United States, which
result from factors 1) and 2). Third, changes in Japan’s state identities affected a
shift of policy emphasis from defense build-up to the expansion of the JSDF'’s

missions beyond homeland defense.
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