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“Play” on Gopas rite in Kalinga Province, Philippines

ONOE Tomoko*

In Municipality of Pasil, Kalinga Province in the Philippines, Gopas rite on which
the shaman called manggogopas gives a guardian spirit to her client has been practiced
among people. It consists of complicated processes with elements and activities
having symbolic meanings although a “play” performed by the shaman and her
assistant in the last part of its climax seems not to have an important meaning.

This article tries to show the process of Gopas rite and to illuminate that a “play”
performed in the last part of the rite makes the participants have a new understanding
of their social order. Furthermore this article attempts to point out that this “play,”
which seems not to have any important meanings on the rite, can play a role in
differentiating and highlighting both symbolic elements on the rite and substantial

ones in their daily life.

* PhD Student, Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University





