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Investigating the East Asian Welfare Model of the
“Excluded Majority”

KAWAMORI Masato*

Focusing on the social context of rural society in East Asian countries, this paper
offers a set of four broad categories for the welfare model of the “excluded majority”,
which is different from that of East Asian developed countries: the government,
which implements social security programs and community welfare schemes; private
households; community-based organizations, cooperatives, self-help groups, which
provide social services on a voluntary basis; and finally, market-based systems, in
which firms offer social insurance. In order to explain a set of four broad categories
for the welfare model of the excluded majority in East Asia, we investigate the cases
of Thailand and China. The fiscal conditions do not allow the Thai Government
to adopt welfare state model in the middle- and long-term and these conditions
may compel the government to look at the community-based welfare model. On
the other hand, China is expected to increase public intervention in social welfare

for security reasons.
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