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Recollection of Personal Encounters with
Indians in the USSR in 1930s-40s

K. A. ANTONOVA*
Translated by Sho KUWAJIMA **

This is a Japanese translation of the recollection of Professor K. A. Antonova, an
eminent Russian historian, dictated by Professor Surendra Gopal originally in Russian in
1999. Here I am using its English text which appeared in The Social Engineer-A Journal
of International Perspective on Development, Vol. 9, No. 1, January 2000, published in
Patna.

Professor Antonova spares most of her talk to personal encounters and discords with
two Indian communists, Reza and Abani Mukherjee.

Antonova presumes that Reza was a Hindu from South India. Reza made his speech in
the 6% Congress of the Comintern. However, G. Adhikari writes in Documents of the
History of the Communist Party of India that his real name was Mohammad Shafiq. If
Adhikari’s explanation is correct, this interview is an important document to know the
personal history of a Muhajir turned communist who participated in the meeting of the
Communist Party of India formed in Tashkent in 1920.

Abani Mukherji is more well-known in the history of the Comintern. Antonova’s feud
with Abani Mukherji in the Times of Great Terror in Russia took a tragic turn. Antonova
was banished to ‘an outlying place in Siberia’, and Abani Mukherji faced death sentence.
In this recollection Antonova observes this feud in the broader context of Russian history,

and finds Abani Mukherji as an Indian freedom fighter who was entangled with the

* K. A. Antonova was Professor of the Institute of Oriental Studies, USSR Academy of Sciences.

*% Professor Emeritus, Osaka University of Foreign Studies
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political confrontation in Russia. Here my post-script in Japanese tried to examine two
visits of Abani Mukherji to Japan before he was known as a communist.

In this talk we can have a glimpse of two other Russian scholars who worked on Indian
history, Nikolay Goldberg, and Igor Reisner. Also, we can confirm how the USSR in the
first half of the 1930s depended on ‘immigrant’ revolutionaries and scholars in grasping
the world situation, and Asian situation in particular.

Professor Antonova says that her recollection will be interesting to some Indians. She
passed away in 2007. Actually this document can be said a testamentary letter addressed
to the later generation. Why a stanza from Saadi’s Bustan, “Happy should he be, who lived
even a day longer than his foe” became a reality in the age when the meaning of the
‘internationalism’ was discussed? This is the question submitted by Professor Antonova.

Lastly I would like to express my thanks to Professor Surendra Gopal who kindly gave
me his permission to translate this precious record into Japanese, and also provided me
useful information on the life and work of Professor K. A. Antonova. The Memorial
Volume of K. A. Antonova edited by L. B. Alayev and Tatiana Zagorodnikova was
published in Moscow in 2010.
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