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The Recent Trend of Study on the
War of Conquest of Canada

Yujiro AGA*

Between 1754 and 1760, French and British troops fought bitterly in the
Nouvelle-France for getting territory or seeking hegemony in the world. This war is now
called “the French and Indian War” in Britain and “the War of Conquest of Canada” in
France.

In 2009 and 2010, that is, in the moment of the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of
the war, several academic conferences of historical research were held in Canada and
France in memory of the war, or rafher, to reconsider and review it. As a result of discuss
and reexamination, were published many collected papers in English and French, of which
I have at least eight volumes. In this article, I’d like to survey and describe totally the
process of the war by making reference to these papers and depending on other studies
concerning the war. On this occasion, I tried to investigate the dcvelo;;ment of the war,
taking especially notice of the problematiques proposed by J ‘P.Poussou, L.A.Veyssiére,
B.Fonck and J.Mathieu, who had made plans f;)r organizing the academic ‘conferences and
compiled papers.

The conclusions are as follows. First, the incidents and the facts of the war itself are not
always recognized or certified accurately. It is very difficult to remember and reconstruct
the current and situation of the war because of lack of documents. There is, for example,
no reliable source as to the reason why Montcalm, commander of the French troops, fought

a battle against the British troops in the Abraham Plains on 13th September in 1759.

* Professor Emeritus, Osaka University of Foreign Studies



Second, it is said that France was defeated completely at the Seven Years’ War and was
obliged to cede the colonies including Canada to Britain by the treaty of Paris in 1763. But,
on the whole, France recovered not only the Caribbean islands which Britain had occupied,
but also the fishing rights off the Newfoundland, and so, the damage of France was limited
to 2 minimum. In that respect, it is necessary to investigate the politics and the strategy of
Choiseur, the Chief Minister of France, by comparing with those of Pitt, the Prime Minis-
ter of Britain. Choiseur couldn’t understand to the end why Pitt persisted in possessing
Canada. Choiseur is regarded, in general, as an advocate of balance of power in Europe and
that of anti-Britannic revenge, but in this article, I pointed out his flexible and efficient
system of colony after the war by taking into account the study of F.J.Ruggiu.

However, I couldn’t give consideration to the proposition of J.Mathieu. His study has
picked up mainly the Canadians who suffered from a great loss under the war. In fact, the
number of dead and injured Canadian was over 1000, and the defiant Acadians were
expelled from their country during the wartime. He calls this war, therefore, not “the War
of Conquest”, but “the Canadians War”. We think this point of view is important for the
study of the war in the future. At any rate, it is expected that the historians concerned will

work in collaboration with each other, as there are many problems to be solved.



