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Life-Course Research on Professional Development
of Primary School Teachers
—Focusing on Teachers’ Own School E xperience and

Its Effect on Their Educational Practice —

KAWAMURA Akira

The purpose of this paper is to examine the relation between primary school teachers' school experience in
their own school days and its effect on their educational practice, using a frame of reference in life-course research,
based on the results of questionnaires. Past life-course researches on professional development of teachers have two
controversial points. One is that there has not been enough discussion on teachers' school experience. Another is that
the research has not focused on the relation between their life-course and educational practice. Therefore I classified
teachers into three cohorts, “Young teachers' cohort” , “Middle-aged teachers’ cohort” , “Elderly teachers'
cohort” , and inspected the relation between school experience of every cohort and their educational practice. The
results are as follows. 1) Teachers' school experience doesn't affect either classroom instruction or the relationship
between them and their students, but the modem educational principle does. 2) “Young teachers' cohort” , who
grew up in loose norm of school, has continued loose norm consciousness, and they have educated their students. On
the other hand, “Middle-aged teacher' cohort” and “Elderly teachers' cohort” , who grew up in strict norm of

school, have continued strict norm consciousness.
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