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The Stories of Turtles in Japanese Classic Literature

Yoshinari SHIBATA

In the ancient and medieval period, the turtle stories have 3 types.

1. as a vessel

2. as a good symbol

3. as an animal which repays an obligation

And in Edo period, the new story come out in addition to the 3 types. It is the
terrifying story about a SUPPON (a soft-shelled turtle). For example, the story is
—The cook drops the kitchen knife to the water. He talks to the suppon that if you
can find out the kitchen knife and take it to me, I don’t cook you. The suppon find
and bring it to him, but the cook breaks his promise. And then, the customers who
eat the meat of the suppon die.

In many cases, the stages of these stories are Osaka of the 18th century. There
is a change in the gastronomic culture in the background of this story. And it is
related to the development of Osaka in this ages. It is thought that the uneasiness
of Osaka citizens to new change produced the suppon stories.
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