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SUMMARY

The Texts in Ilya Kabakov's ‘Album’
The relations between the theoretical texts and his illustration works for
picture books

Mizuho FUJITA

The art works of Ilya Kabakov(1933-) invariably contain narratives. It
is true not only of his “album” works produced in the Soviet era but also
of his many “total installation” pieces, shown worldwide after he left Russia,
that Kabakov’s pictures and artworks bear a narrative nature, and are also
largely accompanied by theoretical texts. Why does Kabakov produce
artworks with such deep consideration for narratives and theoretical texts,
even though his work is often categorized as “artworks”? One key factor is
that he made his living as an illustrator of picture books in Soviet Russia
for 30 years from 1957 to 1987. However, as Dr. Wakana Kono observed,
despite the enormous number of his art works, Kabakov's picture book
illustrations were not well focused upon until recently. Mikhail Epsetin
applied a theory of text and image to Kabakov's works in his “Emptiness as
a Technique? Word and Image in Ilya Kabakov”, but, while at the end of
the essay he touches on Kabakov's background in illustration work, there
is no detailed reference to it. Therefore, this study will concentrate on the
relations between Kabakov's theoretical texts and his illustration works for
picture books. The focus will be on the Ten Characters series - a repre-
sentative work from the “albums” Kabakov produced contemporaneously
with his picture book illustrations? and in particular the piece Sitting-in-
the-Closet Primakov, which most clearly demonstrates the present thesis.
Sitting-in-the-Closet Primakov is taken as the object of the study because it
substantially captures the questions raised by the series of “albums”, and it
may also raise alternative questions when restructured for the CD-ROM
format.
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