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A Janus Figure in Ancient Japan

Shunsuke OKUNISHI

A clay image having two faces like Janus was restored of fragments excavated
from a tomb of the 6th century in Wakayama in 2003. This unparalleled dis-
covery enables a new interpretation about the funeral rites of prehistoric Japan;
It is surmised that the rirual of death and re-birth might be practiced by a figure
symbolizing both separate two and single one simultaneously in the funeral,
together with other evidences such as some archaeological finds, documents
about Fang Xiang Shi, i.e. funeral exorcist, and the present Kagura performance.





