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Scientific Approach and Product Testing in the Shufuren: Focusing on
Reports of the Daily Necessities Inspection Department
Akihiro NIsHIKAWA

This paper focuses on the scientifically backed activities of Shufuren, a prominent
Japanese women’s organization, focusing on the Daily Necessities Inspection Department’s
early activities (1950-1954). The study analyzes diverse scientific approaches centered on
product testing, as reported in the organization’s journal “Shufuren Dayori”. Established
in 1948, Shufuren is known for its evidence-based efforts addressing issues like food
mislabeling and harmful substances during Japan’s rapid economic growth. Under Yuri
Takada’s leadership, the department conducted chemical analyses of products requiring
specialized knowledge.

The study reveals that most early tests aimed at science education, teaching product
selection and providing basic knowledge. While policy-oriented tests were fewer, the
identification of auramine as harmful in pickled radish, leading to its discontinued use, set
a precedent for future consumer advocacy. These early activities of the Daily Necessities
Inspection Department represent the prehistory of Shufuren’s Testing Laboratory, which
later achieved significant accomplishments in the consumer movement. This study positions
these initial scientific approaches as foundational to Shufuren’s subsequent influential role

in consumer protection and education.
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