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Contextualizing the Mobility of the Chinese Population: The Racism and the
Enlightenment of Pre-1945 Japanese Studies on the Overseas Chinese
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In this essay, I will focus on pre-1945 studies and researches on the overseas Chinese, which was
written in Japanese, and argue how did the ethnological scheme create contexts, in which the overseas
Chinese was identified and became the object of colonial administration.

Firstly, I will show the general traits of the description on the overseas Chinese in the Greater East Asia
Co-Prosperity Sphere (GEACPS). Secondly, I will examine the relationship between the overseas Chinese
and the indigenous people in GEACPS. In this part, the Philippine case will be examined. Finally, I will
discuss the ambiguous position of the overseas Chinese in the ethnological scheme of GEACPS, analyzing

the overseas Chinese policies proposed in the pre-1945 studies.
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