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An analysis of an edited performance record :
Josef Hofmann'’s piano roll of Chopin’s Waltz Op. 42

WASHINO Akiko

Josef Hofmann (1876-1957), emerged as a child prodigy and lived as a renowned pianist for
more than half a century. He was exceptional in terms of the longevity of his career and
his utilization of the budding technology of recording from the age of 11. Furthermore, he
was a scientist who held more than 70 patents, including those for piano rolls and parts for

pianos and automobiles.

The Duo-Art (DA6401-6) piano rolls used by Hofmann show clear traces of editing. Notably
striking is the opening theme, starting at measure 9. In this section, the left hand plays a
waltz rhythm in 3/4 time, while the melody in the upper registers is in 2/4 time. The left
hand's waltz rhythm is executed with impeccable regularity, and the melody in the right
hand is performed at an entirely consistent tempo over 16 measures. This indicates that it is
not a direct recording of a performance but rather an artificially created rendition. However,

the length of holding each note in the melody is not uniform.

Considering that Hofmann was involved in piano roll technology as a scientist and in
light of the traces of unique editing, it is almost certain that he had a hand in editing
the piano rolls. Thus, the length of holding each note in the melody can be regarded as
embodying his ideal phrasing. While the first and second halves of the section share almost
the same structure, subtle variations are introduced. Although the first two measures are
distinctly delineated, the phrasing in the latter half significantly differs from the former.
Although clear editing traces are confined to this section, a comparison with other sections

featuring the same melody reveals strikingly similar tendencies.
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