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The Popular Music Programs of the “Radio Days”

—The Use of Studio Live Music Broadcasts and Phonorecord
Broadcasts in Early Commercial Radio——

TERANISHI Atsushi

This paper investigates the contents of music programs on commercial popular music
radio programs in the early 1950s, a time when radio was the sole broadcast medium. It
shows that early commercial radio stations not only focused on programs that featured
records, but also on broadcasts of studio live music programs, and that commercial radio
was keener on foreign popular music than on domestic one (Kayokyoku).

Existing research suggest that in the early days of commercial radio, Kayokyoku was
mainly played on records, which furthered its flow into the broadcast, thus increasing its
popularity. While in broad strokes, this seems to be a cogent narrative, a considerable
portion of the larger stations in the more major cities, especially in the early years, actively
chose to broadcast studio live music programs in addition to programs featuring record
music. Furthermore, reflecting the jazz boom of the time, the programs predominantly aired
what might be called “Western popular music”, rather than “Kayokyoku”. As key stations,
these large entities transmitted their studio live popular music programs to radio
broadcasters nationwide, resulting in the strong impression that early commercial radio
music programs in general broadcast a lot of studio live popular music.

Radio, however, changed dramatically with the emergence of television. Television
began broadcasting around 1955 and soon took over from radio as the prime-time mainstay.
Therefore, radio shifted its emphasis to afternoon programming and began broadcasting
long time live programs that included news, weather forecasts, music, and others to provide
the individual listeners with information and entertainment in tune with their lives. As
musicians gradually moved to television appearances, leaving a void to be filled by music
programs that were being integrated into long time live programs, this development
furthered the use of phonorecords. Thus, radio began to broadcast programs revolving
around records. Especially when compared to NHK's policy in the early days, commercial
radio broadcast a plethora of music programs so considerable that it makes one think its
whole raison d’étre was the dissemination of music. Therefore, one could consider the years
of commercial radio between the opening of the station and the arrival of television as true
“Radio Days” brimming with music.
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