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A Study on the History of Japanese-Danish Exchange

—The Activities of a Danish Agricultural Engineer Emil Fenger on
the Denmark Farm in Shizuoka, Japan(1963-64) —

Yoshikazu SAHO
Summary

The objective of this paper is to elucidate the role and contributions of Emil Fenger
(1894-1983), a Danish agricultural engineer, on the Denmark Farm (Denmark Bokujo)
which is situated in the southern region of Fukuroi City, Shizuoka Prefecture. The
property encompasses an area of 50 hectares. The site is currently occupied by a number
of ecclesiastical, agricultural, and livestock structures. The land was purchased in 1962
by Harry Thomsen, a Danish missionary dispatched by the Christian Mission of
Buddhist (CMB, now called Areopagos). And Emil Fenger was asked to come to Japan
in order to prepare and start dairy farming.

For Fenger, this was the third occasion on which had resided in Japan. His first
experience in Japan was in Sapporo (1923-1928), and his second was in Yamagata
(1951-1953). During his tenure in Shizuoka (1963-64), Fenger and his wife arrived in
March 1963 and remained there until October 1964. Fenger's role was to undertake
preparatory work for the establishment of an agricultural school with an apprenticeship
farm on the Denmark Farm, which was to serve as the centerpiece of the project in the
near future.

The farm was primarily cultivated by Fenger and his agricultural assistants, Yoshio
Aoto and Motomu Nishikawa. By the time of the Tokyo Olympics, basic preparations
were in place.

Fenger returned home at an earlier-than-anticipated juncture, though the initial
contract remains unidentified at this time. The reasons for this remain unclear due to a
lack of historical documentation. However, interviews with those involved have
revealed that there were unbridgeable differences of opinion between Fenger (70 yrs)
and Thomsen (36 yrs), an idealist project manager and evangelist. The other source
shows that Thomsen sent a report of the breakdown in cooperation with Fenger.

Consequently, the next logical step would be to investigate the archives of the

association in question, Areopagos (former CMB).
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