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A Study of Heiichi Sugiyama’s Contes

Masao SAITO

This paper examines the contes written by the poet Heiichi Sugiyama (#% 13—,
1914-2010). Sugiyama is recognized as a prominent poet of 20th-century Japan. However,
the fact that he wrote contes (short stories) after World War II is often overlooked today.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows: First, I review Sugiyama’s
creative output. Next, I present a bibliography of Sugiyama’s contes, which has been
overlooked. I then explore the factors that influenced Sugiyama’s decision to write contes
and the places relevant to his creative activities. I subsequently analyze the mechanics of
what I consider representative work. Finally, I examine the contemporaneous situations of
poetry, prose, and conte.

Based on these considerations, this essay aims to re-evaluate Sugiyama’s conte works.
Simultaneously, I highlight the characteristics of conte in modern Japan, situated at the

intersection of short stories, prose poems, and essays.



