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Between Rural China and Post-Rural China:
The transformations of local identity during China’s collective agricultural period

Manging ZHANG

This study reevaluated the theory of Rural China by Chinese sociologist Fei Xiaotong (From
the Soil), along with its subsequent iterations, New Rural China and Post-Rural China. The study’s
particular focus was the transformation of local identity during the collective agricultural period from
1950 to 1980. The collective agricultural period had a profound impact on the structure of rural society
and people’s relationships through changes in land-tenure systems and agricultural-management
structures.

During the collective agricultural period, the introduction of the household-registration system and
the establishment of people’s communes restricted the mobility of farmers, while collaborative labor
reinforced intimate relationships. In these ways, local identity was maintained and even strengthened.
This period of time also contributed to the formation of a sense of “we.” Collective labor in production
teams left a mark, as collective memory, affecting current agricultural production. The study highlighted
the important impact of local identity established in the collective agricultural period on contemporary
rural society, as well as signs of weakening aspects of governance and culture at that same time. (177)
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