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Forestry and Woods Processing Tools Used in the Shikoku Mountains
Metallic Products from Tosa Area.

A ZR
TAKAKI Taishin

Abstract

This essay addresses the usage of forestry and woods processing tools that have been used in
the Shikoku Mountains, and attempts to illuminate how the improvement of those tools and tool
usage can affect people’s way of life by conducting an ethnographic study on the relationship
between people, tools, and techniques.

The subjects of the research are mainly old articles for everyday use owned by Tobe Old Days
and Art Museum in Ehime Prefecture, such as saws and axes. These tools were used from the 19th
century to the mid-20th century. In the Shikoku Mountains, Tosa Hamono, metallic tools made in
Kochi Prefecture, were popular. Due to its high quality, Tosa Hamono were used throughout Japan
and were even exported to East Asia. This essay also mentions the distribution of Tosa Hamono.
Furthermore, this essay analyzes the oral history of people who actually engaged in forestry using
traditional tools.

Keywords: Old Japanese Everyday Tools, Traditional Techniques, Metallic Products from Tosa
Region, Forestry, Shikoku Mountains
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